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Preface. Many passages from his writings will be arranged to be read in churches. Everything will come about, as he said half laughing that it would do, everything down to the book being bound en maroquin noir.
How any one can doubt after reading pages xv., etc., of this Preface that his intentions were constructive and not destructive it is hard to understand. " The sermon," he says, " of St. Francis of Assisi is the compendium of all good theology." He then quotes it, and adds : "Voila la verite. Le monde est un chceur immense ou chacun de nous a une note a tenir. La religion consiste pour chacun a faire son ceuvre en chantant, a louer Dieu du matin au soir par la gaiete, la bonne humeur, la resignation."
The brilliant little essay on the " Experimental Method in Religion " should be recommended to some American with a few millions sterling to spare, and who might like to try whether it would not be possible to give himself a quite new sensation by founding a new faith in the countries east of the Jordan on the proposition that Mahommed was a great man, in that he proclaimed once more the religion of Abraham, but that the religion of Adam was a great deal better, as being applicable to the le mal est sterile."
